Study 18

Sincerity is not enough

Read Mark 7v1-23
How many people reject Christ, not because of His sayings, but because of what people who claim to be Christians are like.

Hindering religion

Religion can be a terrible thing and a hindrance. So-called Christians can impose their own religious rules such as - you must wear a suit to church, or you must not smile, or you are a 'good Christian' if you do some' good thing.' But verse 6 shows us that there is an enormous difference between saying that you are a Christian and being one.

We see here another fact finding mission from the religious capital of the world - Jerusalem. The sick are healed, evil spirits are cast out, storms are stilled, sins forgiven, but the Pharisees are concerned about the disciples failure to wash their hands!

These men followed man made traditions rather than the commands of the bible. They were trying to find their own standard before God (see Romans 10:3).

Sin

There are two views of sin. The Jews believed that sin consisted of the outward actions. Jesus turns this on its head and proves that sin comes from within a person.

We all like to think that we sin because of outside influences - 'if I was in a perfect world I would be perfect but I am always being influenced by others'. Jesus teaches that in fact the opposite is true. Sin is inside waiting to come out - even in the best of us. How often we see this in small children. No one teaches them to mis-behave. They do it naturally.

The remedy

Praise God that the gospel can clean us in God's eyes through Jesus' death on the cross: "...the blood of Jesus, His son, purifies us from every sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we , confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. " (1 John 1:7-9).

Time to think

1.
How can you know what is right and wrong?

2.
How can you be forgiven?

